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will present you with the Units of Study to give you an overview of the skills, facts, and concepts that your child 

 

 

I am also sharing the Strategic Goals that we based on programs and decisions.  We will have two sessions during 
the school year by which we will share data on our progress. 

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF OUR STRATEGIC PLAN

Last, but not least, join our e orts as parent contributors via the PTO.  We believe that every AAC Parent is a PTO 

Help Make a Di erence!

school.

School.

 change.

Thank you and may 2017-18 be the best school year yet!

Sincerely, 

Foster growth and success for every 
student by supporting their inquiry 
and interests through Project-based 
Learning (PBL) experiences from 
early learning through high school

GOAL 
Project-based Learning is the way of 
learning in the 21st Century at AAC.
Outcomes: More students will 
demonstrate growth and achieve 
student learning outcomes through 

and STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math and the Arts).

GOAL 
Quality infrastructure for all.
 
 

and working environments that 
facilitate quality program delivery 

managing and investing in 
institutional infrastructure; and all 

to enhance their professional 
capacity in Project-Based Learning 
and leadership within a culture of 
collaboration.

GOAL 
Parents as partners.
 
 
Outcomes: Parents are continuously 
informed through several means of 
communication of their child's 
progress and are provided 
opportunities to be involved in their 
child's education.
.

Enhance academic programs 
through communication, 
engagement and partnerships

Provide welcoming, high quality 
learning and working environments.

PRIORITY 1 PRIORITY 2 PRIORITY 3

evaluate performance.
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AAC HALLMARK INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS

Project-based learning (PBL) is the experience of applying learning, Concept-Driven Units of Study is the 
framework  that organizes what the students will learn, Tribes  are the skills used to live and learn the  

all experiences added together. 

Project-based learning (PBL) through Concept-Driven Units of Study involves students in a model that 
encourages them to engage in learning activities that are interdisciplinary and integrated with real-world 
issues and practices. 

With PBL, learning is more authentic because students are given projects that are much more similar to those 
they will experience in a “real” work environment and in real-world situations they encounter outside the 
classroom or home. Even at a young age children are able to practice and apply skills of scholars, researchers, 
and other professionals. For example, when a child is participating in a project, he may be asked to develop a 
project plan, create a draft for the plan, get feedback on his ideas, possibly conduct research in an area(s), and 

collaborators, critical thinkers, communicators, creative individuals, and community members.
 

Curricular focus.  Concept-driven curriculum is a three-dimensional models focus on concepts, facts and skills 
to gain deeper conceptual understanding of disciplinary content. In a concept-driven instruction model, 
teachers use the facts as a tool to help students reach deeper understanding of the transferable concepts and 
generalizations. Facts and skills provide the foundation and support for deeper, conceptual understanding. 

This model requires students to process facts and skills at a deeper intellectual level as they relate the facts to 
key concepts and principles; engages the intellect on two levels—factual/skill and conceptual. Creates 
“synergistic thinking.”

We are a Tribes School!
 

has the knowledge, skills and resiliency to be successful in a rapidly changing world.

Students learn a set of collaborative skills so they can work well together in long-term groups (tribes). 
The  focus is on how to:

* help each other work on tasks
*  set goals and solve problems
*  monitor and assess progress
*  celebrate achievements

Students are successful because they:
*  feel included and appreciated by peers and teachers

*  are actively involved in their own learning
*  have positive expectations from others that they will succeed.

The Four Agreements that the entire Institutions honors are:
*  Attentive listening
*  Appreciation/no put downs
*  Mutual respect, and
*  The right to pass
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SPECIALISTS 

 SPECIALISTS

Welcome to the Early Childhood Education C enter, my name is Sarah Zarzo and I am thrilled to be here as the ECE Principal and 
to have the privilege of working with your child. I've been an educator for 27 years, many of those in the Canary Islands, where 
I worked as a Principal and taught both Preschool and Elementary school classes. In addition to this I have worked as an ECE 
coordinator in Shanghai, China. I have 3 children and a grandson, and feel I have learned so much by raising my children and 
from them.  Being a parent has enriched my life and become an additional lens through which I view my work in education.

I am passionate about learning and, as the educationalist John Dewey said, "Education is not preparation for life, it is life itself," 
I believe that learning is a lifelong process and that our children learn best through life experiences. 

With this in mind, in our ECE program is developed to focus on activities which will engage our students in developmentally 
appropriate learning environments.  We strive to foster and support a child's drive to discover and inquire about the world 
around them. We know that children learn best when they "do", and this may look like play to us, but it is work for our 
students. Through this action or play, in carefully constructed and supported environments, they are making sense of the 
world around them, and of themselves in it. They are also learning about others and how to interact with them.  

To support this, we have constructed a strong team of teachers who will be working together in each grade level.  We have 

our Co-teachers will work to their strengths and be an academic coach for a subject area.  This will give an additional rigor to 
our program, especially for language acquisition (in English and French) and early mathematic skills.  Our integrated thematic 
units will be the driving force for our investigations in to the world around us and be the focus of many of our activity areas, 
known as learning centers, in the classrooms.  Our learning centers will include creative centers, numeracy and problem 

will be designed to support the developmental stages of the children. Our program will be guided by Washington State Early 
childhood program and supported by Connecticuts developmental stages documents. As with our Elementary school 
students, our Kinder students will be working in alignment with Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics. They will we following NGSS for Science and AERO for Social Studies

Teachers & Teaching Assistants
Teaching Assistants
Toddlers : Essaadaoui Sara
Nursery  :  Mendilli Aicha
Nursery  : Ait Ali Asmaa
Prek : Ansayr Oumaima
Prek  : Hidar Zineb
Kinder  : Imni Khadija
Kinder  : Aznag  Souad.

Toddlers
Teacher: Khadija
Teaching Assistant: Sara
Nursery
Co-Teachers: Tess Quinola, Brooke Tobin,Necha Ait Ali

Pre-Kinder

Teaching Assistants: Zineb, Oumina
Kinder

Specialists
Movement:Asma El Aaasemy 
Heritage Languages: Saidi Mina
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SPECIALISTS 

 SPECIALISTS

As we emerge more and more as a PBL school I look forward to sharing our learning projects with our parents and invite you 

It is said that, from a tiny acorn a mighty oak grows, and from our work with the children we hope to be planting tiny seeds 

of which are needed to ensure a drive for life long engagement in learning.  Our school 5 Cs will play a key part of this as will 
our school focus on Tribes. 

We recognize that the strength in our work also lies in creating a strong community, and I welcome opportunities for members 
of our school community to work together with us.  Please let us know of any interests or areas of expertise you have and 
could share to enrich learning for our students.  Also, I ask that you help us ensure that our lines of communication are always  
open.  Please check newsletters, RenWeb and your child's "Take home" folder.  Our class teachers will be using class Dojo to 

change of address, or your child didn't sleep well that night.  

level.  Please make sure you complete the parent information forms, and use this time to ensure that the school has your 
child's medical forms and your contact numbers.

appointment for another time.

I look forward to seeing you at Back-to-School night and to working with you throughout this academic year.
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Unit Planner 

Unit title:  All About Me – Getting to know my needs and wants                Grade Level Kinder 

Unit focus:  Skills and concepts 

 

 

 

Generalizations – Enduring understandings                                                                      Assessment 

 

 

 

 

Engaging experiences for students 

 

 

Standards 

 

Id ng characteris cs, traits and a ributes about self that highlights who we are 
Explore personal preferences and likes and dislikes 
Id  and name feelings and what causes them, how to express them and to work with them 
Recognize my place in my family 
Work through a logical process in decision making and the consequences of the choices we make 

Developing a sense of our self-id  helps connect us to others and 
builds inclusion 
As we know more about ourselves it helps us to develop an awareness of 
others, this helps us be more acc ng and empathe  
Connec ons can be found with others and our world when we compare 
and contrast our lives.  
There are people in our world we rely on for a sense of safety. 
 

All about me poster 
Family tree 
Self portrait 
Smart choices rules 
 
 

Interview family for family tree 
Design ques ons to help them get to know someone else. 
Mirror ac v es – self awareness and comparison to others 
Write an All about me book 
 
 
AERO Standard 1 
Students will understand pa ern of change and con nuity, rela onships between people and events and 

mes and various interpret ons of these rela onships. 
AERO Standard 4 
Students will understand cultural and intellectual developments and interac ons amongst society 
CCSS Math measurement 
Measurement and Data 
Describe and compare measurable attributes. 
CCSS.Math.Content.K.MD.A.1 
Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as length or weight. Describe several measurable attributes 
of a single object. 
CCSS.Math.Content.K.MD.A.2 
Directly compare two objects with a measurable attribute in common, to see which object has "more 
of"/"less of" the attribute, and describe the difference. For example, directly compare the heights of two 
children and describe one child as taller/shorter. 
CCSS ELA  
With guidance and support from adults, recall informa on from experiences or gather informa on from 
provided sources to answer a ques on.  
 
Use a combina on of drawing ng, and wri ng to compose informa ve/explanatory texts in which 
they name what they are w ng about and supply some informa on about the topic.  
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Unit title:  All about Me – Houses                                                                        Grade Level : PreKinder  

   Unit focus:  Skills and concepts 

 

 

 

Generalizations – Enduring understandings                                                                 Assessment 

 

 

 

Engaging experiences for students 

 

 

 

 

Standards 

 

Compare and contrast living spaces 
Investigate materials for building and their properties and designs 
Identify animal homes 
Identify who lives in our homes and the roles they have. 

People’s living spaces have specific features that serve a 
purpose for the inhabitants. 
Living spaces are designed for a function but can also be 
decorative. 
Living spaces are shared by a family in different ways. 
People sharing the same living space may take on 
different roles in it. 
 

Construct a house from playdough 
and name each part of the house and 
its function. 
Design their own house 

Explore different materials for construction. 
Make a house from cardboard boxes and place in it appropriate furniture o suite its function. 
Make a This is My Home book for the classroom library. 
Meet an expert – bring in an architect. 
Research homes for animals and design a house for the farm animals. 
Interview family to find out who takes on what role in the home and what tasks/chores they do 

Learning about my world 
Name family members by relationship (such as father, sister, cousin, auntie, etc.). • Make a drawing of 
own family as the child sees it. • Recognize whose parent is whose when parents come for their children 
or in photos of each others’ families. • Take on family roles in play, identify how each person should 
behave and act out the part for a brief time. Enjoy changing roles. 
Science 
Play with materials of different texture (such as sand, water, leaves) and conditions (such as wet, dry, 
warm, cold), with adult encouragement and supervision. • Recognize that di�erent forms of life have 
different needs. 
Language 
Name most familiar things. • Name one or more friends and relatives. • Ask the meaning of new words, 
then try using them. • Speak so most people can understand. 
Participate in conversations. Take turn in group conversations, and listen to others in group for a short 
period of time. • Recognize rising and falling intonations, and what these mean. 
Enjoy repeating rhyming words or word patterns in songs, poems or stories. • Show awareness of 
separate syllables in words by tapping or clapping for each syllable. 
Math 
Identify up to four objects or pictures that are the same. Take objects or pictures that are different out of 
the group. • Sort and describe items by size, color and/or shape. • Match simple �at shapes (circles, 
squares, triangles). • Compare size by sight, feel and comparing to hands, feet, etc. (visual and tactile 
math). 
 
 
 

Unit Planner
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Unit Planner 

Unit title:  All about Me – Changes                                                                         Grade Level : Nursery  

   Unit focus:  Skills and concepts 

 

 

 

Generalizations – Enduring understandings                                                                 Assessment 

 

 

 

 

Engaging experiences for students 

 

 

 

Standards 

 

How celebrating change in our lives helps us to transition for childhood to adulthood. 
Comparing and contrasting what we do and wear for different occasions and situations 
How does what we eat change in a day and for special occasions. 
How do we modify our behavior to match situations and places 
How do routines help us throughout the day. 

Growing up is a part of life to be celebrated. 
The choices we make are influenced by who we are with, and 
where we are. 
I can change my behavior and my behavior impacts others. 
Daily routines help us organize time and actions and help us be 
prepared. 

Design a weekly menu. 
Design clothes for different events - 
fashion show. 
Design a game and make up the rules. 

Role play store keeper in a clothes store 
Review rules of a game and play familiar games with different rules 
Visit the kitchen at school and talk to the chef about the menu 
Aschura - stories about it and discuss what it is in  our host country culture. 
This is me book - based on different times of the day, places, seasons 

Family and Culture 
Remember the people who are important in the child’s life and name most family members, including extended 
family. 
• Recognize the importance of cultural celebrations and traditions and show or talk about objects from family or 
culture. 
Self-Awareness 
Proud to say own first and last name and know self as a part of the family, spiritual group, culture, community, 
and/or other group to which the family belongs. 
• Notice self as an important person to family and friends. 
Science 
Play with materials of different texture (such as sand, water, leaves) 
and conditions (such as wet, dry, warm, cold), with adult encouragement 
and supervision. 
Language 
Use multi-word sentences, phrases, and gestures to communicate needs, ideas, actions and feelings. • Respond to 
questions verbally or with gestures. • Ask questions for information or clarification. • Enjoy repeating rhyming 
words or word patterns in songs, poems or stories. • Show awareness of separate syllables in words by tapping or 
clapping for each syllable. • Remember and follow directions of one or two steps. 
Math 
Understand words that tell where things are (such as behind, under, in, on). Use these words to identify 
locations. Use gestures or words to make comparisons (larger, smaller, shorter, taller). • Compare two 
objects by length, weight or size. 
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Unit Planner 

Unit title:  All about Me – Family                                                                       Grade Level : Toddler 

   Unit focus:  Skills and concepts 

 

 

 

Generalizations – Enduring understandings                                                                 Assessment 

 

 

 

Engaging experiences for students 

 

 

 

Standards 

 

Identify themselves and classmates by name. 
Identify unique physical attributes of themselves and of others. 
Compare and contrast physical characteristics such as hair color, length, style. 
Identify and name people in family. 

Our physical characteristics helps others identify each 
other. 
People in the same family share a special bond. 
Everyone has value in a social group and we show this in 
the way we treat each other. 
 
 

Identify pictures of self and friends 
Identify and name family members 
 

Incorporating the child’s culture into classroom and play settings.  
Give child props and dress-up clothes for pretend play in different family roles.  
 Display photos of child and family members and make a My family book for the class library. 
Read stories about appropriate social behaviour. 
Role play with toys what happens when we choose not to use appropriate social behaviour. 
 

Knowledge of Self 
Recognize and call attention to self in a mirror or in photographs. • Show awareness of being seen by others 
(such as repeating an action when sees someone is watching). • Show self-confidence; try new things. • Make 
choices (such as what clothes to wear) and have favorite books, toys and activities. • Take pride in showing 
completed projects (such as a drawing or stack of blocks) to caregiver. • Name and express many emotions in 
self, familiar people, pets. 
Interactions with others 
Play side-by-side with another child, at times. • Remember and use the names of familiar peers. • Start 
interacting with peers. Show interest in and call them by name. Recognize and want to be with playmates the 
child knows. Observe and imitate other children’s play. • Begin to include other children in play, such as chase 
games. 
Language 
Ask and answer simple questions, as appropriate for the culture. • Speak clearly enough in home language to be 
understood most of the time. Point to and name objects when told their use (“What do you drink with?”). • 
Name items in a picture book, such as a cat or tree. Respond appropriately to familiar words. Respond to 
directions that include verbs, such as run, jump, reach, open. • Touch correct body parts in songs or games 
where you identify parts of the body. Begin to understand that print represents words (for example, pretend to 
read text). • Know the right side up of a book. Turn pages, usually one at a time. Imitate reading by turning 
pages, remembering and telling the story. • Notice both words and pictures on a page. Describe the action in 
pictures. • Recite familiar words in a book when read to. Scribble and make marks on paper, and tell others 
what the scribble means. • Draw horizontal and vertical lines 
Math 
Identify quantity and comparisons, such as all, some, none. Use comparison words correctly, such as 
bigger and smaller, more and less. 
 
 





Facebook: American Academy 
Casablanca

Youtube: American Academy 
Casablanca

Instagram: AACasablanca Snapchat: AACasablanca

 follow us on

BE PART OF

www.aac.ac.ma


